
Tariq Krim welcomes Freddy Mini as Chief Executive Officer  
Netvibes founder to remain on Board of Directors as strategic advisor 

 
Paris, France—May 29, 2008—Netvibes, the pioneer of the personalized 
homepage and leading universal widget platform, today announced that it has 
appointed Freddy Mini as the company’s new Chief Executive Officer. Netvibes 
founder Tariq Krim will remain on the Board of Directors as a key adviser to the 
executive team on its creative product and strategic growth initiatives. 
 
Freddy Mini commented, “Tariq is a true visionary who not only pioneered the 
concept of the widget economy, but helped prove it by creating a universal 
widget platform that’s currently used by more than 1,000 leading media and 
technology companies. By painting such a compelling picture for the future of the 
personalized, widgetized Web, Tariq has also attracted a very large and truly 
international community of dedicated users. I am grateful for his continued 
support as a member of the Board and key strategic advisor as we enter our next 
stage of growth as a global media company for the emerging widget economy.” 
 
Tariq Krim founded Netvibes in 2005 and as CEO oversaw the original 
development of the Netvibes super-personalized homepage and its  adoption by  
millions of users across the world. Krim established the first models for today’s 
emergent widget economy by creating the Netvibes Ecosystem, sponsored 
widget model and universal widget platform that have enabled major media 
companies and developers to monetize distribute widgets across leading 
platforms including Yahoo, Google, Apple and Microsoft simultaneously.  
 
Tariq Krim will remain on the Board of Directors and serve as a key strategic 
advisor and Freddy Mini, the company’s Chief Operating Officer, will assume 
day-to-day operations as the company’s new CEO. 
 
Since 2006, Freddy Mini has served as Netvibes COO, establishing the 
company’s US operations and leading international business development with 
hundreds of major media and technology companies, such as CBS, USA Today, 
Le Figaro, New York Times and MIVA. Mini was also in charge of creating and 
managing the company’s new marketing initiatives, sponsorships and revenue 
streams. Previously, Mini served as Senior VP and Managing Director of CNET 
Networks Europe, where he was responsible for creating and building their 
operations to more than 200 people while exceeding all profitability goals, and 
CEO of Ziff-Davis France. Before that, Freddy had also led the music search 
engine startup musicMe, AltaVista’s worldwide marketing efforts and Lotus 
Development Corp’s word processing business. 
 

### 
 
About Netvibes(http://www.netvibes.com) 
Founded in 2005, Netvibes pioneered the personalized homepage as alternative 



to traditional web portals. Today, Netvibes is a global community of users who 
are taking control of their digital lives by personalizing their web experience. 
Netvibes lets individuals assemble all in one place their favorite widgets, 
websites, blogs, email accounts, social networks, search engines, instant 
messengers, photos, videos, podcasts, and everything else they enjoy on the 
Web. 
 
Netvibes has established the leading universal widget platform that is used by 
thousands of publishers around the world. Netvibes has offices in Paris, London 
and San Francisco. 
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